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NEIGHBORHOODS FIRST

The 2019 Greater Los Angeles Homeless Countâ€¦
This week, hundreds of volunteers from all over the
County participated in the Los Angeles Homeless
Services Authority's annual Greater Los Angeles
Homeless Count. The annual count helps the City
gain a greater understanding of how the population
of unsheltered individuals is distributed throughout
the region which, in turn, helps us determine how to
best distribute resources.

As we have in past
years, the CD 12
Community
Service Center in

Chatsworth served as one of the many gathering
points for volunteers where they received training
and supplies before heading out. Some of my staff
also contributed by volunteering for the count.

The results from this count will be made available
over the next few months but whatever the final
tally, it is clear that there is still much work to do
before the homelessness crisis in Los Angeles is
resolved. To that end, the Neighborhoods FIRST initiative will remain one of the main
efforts of the Council District 12 office as we seek ways to expand access to services
for unsheltered individuals while at the same time reducing the negative impacts of
widespread homelessness on our communities.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Showing Gratitude to Parks and Library Employeesâ€¦

CD12 Newsletter - January 25, 2019

2 of 10 11/14/19, 1:10 PM



Earlier this week, the teacher's strike which affected hundreds of thousands of
students and their families across the region came to an end with a negotiated
settlement between the Los Angeles Unified School District and United Teachers Los
Angeles.

All parties were relieved to see students and
teachers were able to return to their classrooms.
And while the effects of the strike were a disruption
to many across our region, families received a
crucial assist from the many parks and libraries that
adjusted staffing and programming to help provide a
safe, constructive place for students to spend the
day.

One such site was Chatsworth Park South which
hosted, fed, and provided programming for dozens
of students throughout the course of the strike. The
Recreation Director for Chatsworth Park South,
Jasmine Dowlatashi, had this to say about their experience during the strike:
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"We hosted as many as 62 kids at our park for the 6
days of the strike. The first 4 days we had to keep
them indoors for the entire time due to inclement
weather. My amazing staff, Summer, Arian, Thomas,
Marisol, Clarissa, and Abbey must really be
commended for keeping the kids safe, happy, and
busy with group games and sports. We made so
many great crafts like tie dyed shirts, beaded
necklaces, and bracelets. We also cooked with the
kids daily making things like cupcakes, cookies, flan,
pancakes and more. We made snow, and slime. We
also fed the kids lunch daily. On the last two days
when the rain let up, we were finally able to go out

and explore our gorgeous park and take some magical hikes together. At the end we
were just doing our job which is to support the community. 

On Wednesday, January 23 after the strike ended, it was so quite and empty when we
came to work. We made so many little friends and we miss them already. Weâ€™re
happy we could help our community in its time of need and we thank all the parents
who donated food and items to us. We are always here and offer camps during all
school breaks and look forward to seeing our young friends again."

This is one story that reflects what was happening in parks and libraries across Los
Angeles. We are very grateful to our excellent parks and library employees for
stepping up to help families. This recent episode serves as further proof of the
importance of these facilities in assisting our communities especially during times of
stress and difficulty.

If you would like to support our libraries and parks, please do so by supporting the
Library Foundation of Los Angeles and the LA Parks Foundation.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Peter Pan the Musicalâ€¦
The Metropolitan Educational Theatre Network/MET2 presents Peter Pan, a musical
based on the play by Sir J.M. Barrie. Join the adventures of Peter, Wendy, John,
Michael, and the Lost Children as they battle pirates, a crocodile and the villainous
Captain Hook! This is a wonderful family show appropriate for all ages!

Friday, January 25 @ 7:30 pm
Saturday, January 26 @ 7:30 pm
Sunday, January 27 @ 2 pm

The Performing Arts Education Center
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Calabasas High School
22855 Mulholland Hwy
Calabasas

For tickets, email MET2Ticketsvalley@gmail.com
or call (800) 961-0194 ext. 17.

Israeli Art Show & Saleâ€¦
Temple Ahavat Shalom will be transformed into a gallery featuring the finest in Israeli
art. A comprehensive collection of original oil paintings, watercolors, original
lithographs, and etchings designed by over 100 different Israeli artists will be at the
show. Over 1000 works of art will be available for exhibition and sale. See flyer below
for full details or visit the Temple Ahavat Shalom website.
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St. John Eudes School Open Houseâ€¦
The St. John Eudes School is hosting an open house
for prospective students hoping to apply for the
2019-2020 school year. St. John Eudes School
provides Elementary and Middle School education
and is fully accredited by the Western Association of
Schools and Colleges.

Sunday, January 27
10 am - 1 pm

St. John Eudes School
9925 Mason Ave.

Chatsworth
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For more information, call (818) 341-1454 or visit their website.

Astronomy Night at Platt Libraryâ€¦
The Friends of Platt Library will host the popular
amateur astronomer, Neill Simmons. The topic of Mr.
Simmons' talk is â€œTop Astronomy Sights to See in
2019,â€ and it promises to be very interesting and
informative for those wishing to wonder at the
stars. Admission is free and no reservations are
required. For ADA accomodations, call (213)
228-7430 at least 72 hours in advance.

Saturday, February 9
1:30 pm

Platt Branch Library
23600 Victory Blvd.
Woodland Hills

For more information,visit their website.

LA Opera Talk at Platt Libraryâ€¦
The Friends of Platt Library will host an LA Opera Talk. A
representative of the opera company will discuss the
upcoming performances of Mozartâ€™s â€œThe
Clemency of Titus.â€ This is the company premiere of a
new production of Mozartâ€™s rarely performed final
masterpiece. Revenge and romance set Rome on fire. The
most powerful civilization in the world falls vulnerable to
the machinations of power players seeking glory. For ADA
accomodations, call (213) 228-7430 at least 72 hours in
advance. 

Tuesday, February 12
6:15 pm

Platt Branch Library
23600 Victory Blvd.
Woodland Hills

For more information,visit their website.
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Reports from our Staff: CD12 Rapid Response Serviceâ€¦

Our Neighborhoods FIRST Director Colin Crews would like to inform and update you on
the progress of our CD 12 Rapid Response team. Our Rapid Response team is still on
the job to clear up illegal dumping and keep our streets free of blight and hazards.

On any given day, you can spot the Rapid Response team patrolling the district in a
yellow pick up truck and removing bulky items, downed vegetation blocking the
street, and illegal dumping. They also serve as eyes and ears in the neighborhood for
identifying and reporting service requests that require specialized equipment or safety
gear to address.

In the first month they've been in operation, almost 90% of their pickups have been
proactive resulting from a dumped item being identified while on patrol. However they
also respond to service requests made to our office. That means you also can serve as
our eyes and ears in your community by reporting a need for Rapid Response service
directly to our office. Simply call us at (818) 882-1212 or email at
Councilmember.Smith@lacity.org and ask for Rapid Response!
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COMMUNITY SERVICE CENTER

9207 Oakdale Ave

Chatsworth CA 91311

Phone: (818) 882-1212

Fax: (818) 701-5254

CITY HALL

200 North Spring St. Rm 405

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Phone: (213) 473-7012

Fax: (213) 473-6925
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